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Annex 1A:

National Media Policy Committee Members (May 2023 — December 2024)

The policy formulation process was originally guided by this 23 member multistakeholder committee,
appointed and facilitated by the Ministry of Mass Media in May 2023. Of them, 11 served in ex-officio
capacities from state entities, 5 represented media industry alliances or professional bodies, and
others in their individual capacities. They worked until December 2023 to produce the Zero Draft, a
consensus document signed by all members listed.

Name Designation Role
1. Ms. D.L.U. Peiris Additional Secretary to the President, President Chairperson
Office
Ms. W.P. Sewwandi Director (Development), Ministry of Mass Media Secretary
Mr. N.A.K.L. Wijenayake Additional Secretary (Development, Planning & Committee Member
Information), Ministry of Mass Media
4. Mr. Dhanushka Ramanayake Director General (Media), President Media Committee Member
Division
5. Mr. Sudarshana Gunawardane | Chairman, Independent Television Network Committee Member
6 Prof. Harendra Kariyawasam Chairman, The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Committee Member
Limited (ANCL)
7. Mr. Mahinda Pathirana Chairman, Sri Lanka Press Council Committee Member
8 Mr. Kapila Dasanayake Deputy Director General (Eng.), Sri Lanka Committee Member
Rupavahini Corporation
9. Ms. Ureka Welarathna Legal Officer, Ministry of Mass Media Committee Member
10. | Mr. Harsha B.Abeykoon Assistant Director, Department of Government Committee Member
Information
11. | Mr. Nalaka Gunawardene Senior Journalist & Media Analyst Committee Member
12. | Dr. Ranga Kalansooriya Regional Advisor — Asia Committee Member
13. | Mr. Mohan Samaranayake Advisor to the Minister of Mass Media Committee Member
14. | Mr. Wijayananda Rupasinghe Head, Department of Mass Communication, Committee Member
University of Kelaniya
15. | Mr. Asanga Jayasooriya President, Broadcaster’s Guild of Sri Lanka Committee Member
16. | Mr. Laksiri Wickramage Secretary, Broadcaster’s Guild of Sri Lanka Committee Member
17. | Dr. (Eng.) Tharaka Mohotty Chief Executive Officer, EBC Limited Committee Member
18. | Mr. Sisira Paranatantrie Director Editorial, The Associated Newspapers of | Committee Member
Ceylon Limited
19. | Ms. Mandana Ismail Chief Editor, The Sunday Morning Newspaper Committee Member
Abeywickrema
20. | Mr. T. Senthilvelavar Chief Editor, Thinakaran newspaper Committee Member
21. | Mr. Lasantha De Silva Secretary, Free Media Movement Committee Member
22. | Mr. Mohan Lal Piyadasa Deputy Secretary, Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka Committee Member
23. | Mr. Dharman Wickramaratne Executive Member, Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka Committee Member

The committee held 8 meetings between May and December 2023 on: 23 May 2023; 5 June
2023; 17 August 2023; 1 September 2023; 12 October 2023; 9 November 2023; 11 December
2023; and 20 December 2023.




Annex 1B:

National Media Policy Committee Members (Reconstituted in April 2025)

The new Government elected in November 2024 decided to continue the National Media
Policy formulation process beyond the Zero Draft, and reconstituted and expanded the
Committee in April 2025. The new multistakeholder committee of 29 members comprised 12

who served in ex-officio capacities representing relevant state entities; 10 who served

representing media stakeholder organizations; and 7 others in their individual capacities.

Name

Designation

Role

1.

Mr N.A.K.L. Wijenayake

Additional Secretary (Development, Planning &
Information), Ministry of Health and Mass Media

Chairperson

2. Ms B.G.P.N. Dilshari Director (Development), Ministry of Health and Mass Media | Secretary
3. MrH.S.KJ. Bandara Director General, Department of Government Information

4. Dr Uditha Gayashan Chairman, Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation Member

Gunasekara
5. Mr Priyantha Wedamulla Chairman, Independent Television Network Limited Member
6. Mr Gamini Warushamana Chairman, Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Limited (ANCL) | Member
7. Mr Sisira Yapa Director — Editorial, ANCL Member
8. Mr Priyan R Wijebandara Chairman, Sri Lanka Press Council Member
9. Mr D M Kapila Dasanayake Deputy Director General (Engineering), Sri Lanka Rupavahini | Member
Corporation
10. Mr Prasanna Perera Director, President’s Media Division Member
11. Mr Chandana Sooriyabandara Advisor, President’s Media Division Member
12. Ms Ureka Welarathna Legal Officer, Ministry of Mass Media Member
13. Mr Asanga Jayasooriya President, Broadcaster’s Guild of Sri Lanka Member
14. Mr Laksiri Wickramage Secretary, Broadcaster’s Guild of Sri Lanka Member
15. Mr Nalaka Gunawardene Senior Journalist & Media Analyst Member
16. Ms Mandana Ismail Chief Editor, The Sunday Morning Newspaper Member
Abeywickreama
17. Ms Dilrukshi Handunnetti Director, South Asian Women in Media — Sri Lanka Chapter Member
18. Mr Lasantha De Silva Convener, Free Media Movement Member
19. Dr Ranga Kalansooriya Asia Regional Advisor in media development Member
20. Mr Wijayananda Rupasinghe Senior Lecturer, Department of Mass Communication, Member
University of Kelaniya

21. Dr S Raguram Dean, Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna Member
22. Dr (Eng) Tharaka Mohotty Chief Executive Officer, EBC Networks Member
23. Mr T. Senthilvelavar Chief Editor, Thinakaran newspaper Member
24. Mr Freddie Gamage President, Professional Web Journalists Association Member
25. Mr Tharindu Jayawardena President, Young Journalists Association Member
26. Mr R Thayaparan Convener, Jaffna Press Club Member
27. MrV Kabilnath Representative Vavuniya Press Club Member
28. Mr L Thevathiran President, Eastern Media Forum Member
29. Mr M S M Noordeen President, Kattankudy Media Forum Member
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